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DNR Enforcement of the Clean Water Act

“Bach year the Conservation Congress fa:giceptg’,\éy_ifi_ttenlvré501i‘1t‘:i‘6hs' from the public, ‘in each’county throughout the state

regarding nafural resource issues of statewide concern.. These tesolutions are introduced by the p during
the. Conserva ongress. county -meeting that is held annually: in conjunction with. the DNR, Wwildlife
‘Hearings in . s LT e e T

In order i_fdr_fa resc)_lgﬁon to be’ a@cepteﬁi_'for further _ééﬁsic__leiratibnlby thé_- ConSetvatign.CongxfciSé andfor public S}btg at the
annual Conservation Congress county meeting, all resolutions introduced must meet the followi requirements: . -

. The concern mustbe of statewide impact. - . .
. The concern must be.practical, achievable and réasonable, . = .~ -
. The resolution must have a clear title, .~~~ 1. ol

. The resolution st clearly define the concern. - L R S
Cutrent staté statutes and laws must be considered, with reasonable cause for change being presente

. The resolution must clearly suggesta solution to the concern and a desctiption of further action desir d oo o
. (This guidance is not

Resolutions must be 250 words or less. exclusive of the title and -author contact informati
_i}lcluded_-inthe wordcount) .. . " - v N L
WHEREAS, in July 2011, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) found the Wisconsin
Department of Natural Resources (DNR) deficient in enforcing 75 provisions of the Clean Water
Act, specifically the Wisconsin Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (WPDES) Program. In its
letter, the EPA requested that the DNR’s improper deviations from federal requirements “be

corrected quickly.” To date, the DNR has failed to comprehensively remedy these deficiencies.

= NI

Wisconsin’s abundant surface and ground water resources are indispensable for recreation,
drinking, and economic activity. Due in large part to the DNR’s ineffective oversight and
enforcement within the WPDES Program, many Wisconsin waterways suffer from quality;
degradation. Wisconsin’s 2016 Impaired Waters List will likely include, per the DNR’s
recommendation, 209 more waterways than included in the corresponding 2015 list and more than
double the number of impaired waters listed in the 2004, The bases of impairment include but are
not limited to: phosphorus pollution and resulting algal blooms; high levels of nitrate pollution
ground water and many private drinking water wells; and overuse of ground water and destruction
of surface water from overuse of high capacity wells.

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Conservation Congress at its annual meeting in St. Croix County on;
April 11, 2016, recommends that the Conservation Congress call upon DNR to take immediate;
remedial action to address its 75 deficiencies in enforcing the CWA, and call upon the State
Legislature to pass legislation to further enable DNR to cure WPDES Program deficiencies as

identified by the EPA in 2011.
Respectfully submitted,

Carol Hardin
1016 4™ Street
Hudson, WI 54016
Phone: (715) 386-7032
Email; cchardin8@gmail.com
Introduced in St. Croix Connty
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