S -Retai’n the Natural‘Resource Board Polic ’an‘d Re 'ulato A

P 'Whereas, the 201 5- l7 State Budget Brll proposes ehmmatmg the Natural Resources Board S
‘(NRB) pohcy and regulatory makmg authorrty and grvmg 1t to the DNR secretary

' Whereas, giving the pohcy—makmg authorrty solely o the DNR secretary would potentrally

. allow for important natural resource decisions to be made behind closed doors without | proper -

“public vetting. Any potential gains in efficiency that may result from ﬂ‘IIS proposal do not Justlfy ,
N ~the loss of an open and transparent government B

: VWhereas, natural resource pohcy decrsrons are currently made in full view of the pubhc ‘
broadcast onlrne and w1th ample opportumty for crtlzens to prov1de testlmony or wrrtten o

; comments

Whereas, renowned conservatlomsts Aldo Leopold William Aberg, and Haskell Noyes helpe d S -

. forge the Conseérvation Act 0f 1927, creating the Conservatlon ‘Commission (predecessor of the
o NRB) With great fore31ght ‘these pioneers: forged a unique system to keep. conservatton and
fpolrtrcs separate by formmg an 1ndependent board, beholden to no one: .

Vf»Whereas, the NRB has successfully operated with. 1ts polrcy-makmg authorrty unmterrupted for -
~ . -.the past 88 years dunng which time Wrsconsm has been a leader n env1ronmental protectton and R
: w1ldltfe conservatron efforts L . .

5 ‘ thereas, nowhere else m state govemment do the people of th1s state have such a drrect avenue
‘for mput as through the Wlsconsm Conservatron Congress (W CO). and the NRB

: AWhereas, ellmmatmg the authorlty of the NRB and making it advrsory to the DNR secretary
- would undermine this proven system of. cmzen engagement and would 1rreparably mar the s
legacy we leave for future generatlons . S

" Belt Resolved the Conservatton Congress at its annual meetmg held An: (P I.C,E S
" County on April 13,2015; opposes the 2015- 17 State Budget proposal that makes the Natural
- Résources Board advisory to the DNR Secretary and request that it be removed from the’ budget -
. and that the Natural Resource Board retain their. policy and regulatory making authorrty for the R
T DNR and that the Wlsconsm Conservatton Congress remams advrsory to the NRB SR
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