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Whereas, groundwater and surface water are connected; and

Whereas, groundwater supplies are critical to sustain Wisconsin’s surface waters: lakes, streams, and
wetlands; and

Whereas, reduced lake and stream water levels eliminate habitat that support fish populations; and

Whereas, lake level declines isolate woody habitat above the water level, making them unavailable to
the aguatic communities they support: and

Whereas, fish refuges, prey production, and spawning are all reduced, resulting in slower growth and
fewer game and pan fish; and

Whereas, reduced stream base flow increases water temperatures resulting in reduced trout populations;
and

Whereas, in July, 2011 Wisconsin’s Supreme Court ruled in Lake Beulah vs. Wisconsin DNR that the
DNR has the “authority and a general duty” to consider whether a proposed high capacity well may harm the
waters of the state; and

Whereas, in December, 2013 Wisconsin’s District IV Appellate Court ruled in Family Farm
Defenders vs. Wisconsin DNR that the DNR was required by both state law and the EPA to consider
cumulative impacts of high capacity well pumping on the environment,

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Conservation Congress ask the Wisconsin legislature not to pass or
implement any new legislation with regard to high capacity well groundwater withdrawals until the
ongoing Wisconsin studies investigating groundwater, surface water and high capacity well interactions
are completed and evaluated.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Conservation Congress ask the Wisconsin legislature to
pass no new legislation that will interfere with or compromise the Lake Beulah vs. Wisconsin DNR
Supreme Court decision or the Family Farm Defenders vs. Wisconsin DNR District IV Appellate
Court decision.
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