





CORRESPONDENCE/MEMORANDUM

State of Wisconsin

DATE: May 9, 2016 FILE REF: NF 30143

TO: Natural Resources Board

FROM: Cathy Stepp

SUBJECT: Proposed Easement on land owned by the Lyme Solon Springs Forest Company LLC
Tract, File # NF 30143

1. PARCEL DESCRIPTION:
FOREST LEGACY PROGRAM
Douglas County

Grantor:

Lyme Solon Springs Forest Company LLC
¢/o Tom Morrow

23 South Main Street, 3rd floor

Hanover, NH 3755

Acres: 7,090.00
Price: $3,545,000.00
Interest: Easement

Improvements: None

Location: The tract is located 5-12 miles East of Solon Springs in Douglas County.
Land Description: The subject land is gently rolling,

Covertype Breakdown:

Type Acreage
Pine Plantation 6,131
Upland Woodland : 250
Wetland 450
Grass 150
Brush 109
Total: | 7,090.00

Zoning: Bulk of the property is zoned F-1 Forestry. Some of the lands lying in the Town of Gordon are zoned A-1
Agricultural District and RR-1 Residential-Recreational District. Some of the lands lying in the Town of Bennett
are zoned R-2 Residential District.

Present Use: Forestry (last 10 years)

Proposed Use: Forestry & public recreation

Tenure: Less than one year

Stewardship Land Access: This property will be open to the public for all nature based outdoor recreational
activities to include hunting, fishing, trapping, hiking and cross-country skiing. Physical features of the property
may not be conductive to all of these activities.

JUSTIFICATION:

The Department has reached an agreement to purchase a 7090 acre Forest Legacy easement from the Lyme Solon
Springs Company LLC at the price of $3,545,000.00. The land is located in the towns of Bennett, Gordon,
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Highland, Solon Springs and Wascott in Douglas County. This is the third easement purchased from this Company
in this area.

In May 2012, the Department entered into an Option agreement with Lyme St. Croix Forest Company to acquire a
working forest easement on approximately 65,867 acres of land in northwest Wisconsin. The Option identified a
two-phased fransaction. The Natural Resources Board approved phase I of the transaction, consisting of 44,678
acres at a cost of $11,260,000 in June of 2012, That transaction closed in September of 2012. The Natural
Resources Board approved phase 1T of the transaction, consisting of 21,189 acres at a cost of $5,615,148 in May of
2015. The State’s share of this transaction was $1,865,148 and the Department was awarded a Forest Legacy
Program grant in the amount of $3,750,000 to cover the balance of the purchase price. The state share came from
the Knowles Nelson Stewardship Program. This proposed easement acquisition of 7,090 acres fills in gaps in
easement ownership from these previous Forest Legacy easement acquisitions.

The 7090 acre easement propetty is located within the Northern Forest Legacy Area project boundary identified in
Wisconsin's 2010 Statewide Forest Action Plan; this plan identifies the State of Wisconsin’s priorities for
implementing the Forest Legacy Program. The purpose of the Forest Legacy Program in Wisconsin is to:

J maintain large blocks of forest land for continued forestry and resource management by precluding
buildings, subdivision, deforestation or any significant topographical change;

J manage the property as part of the underlying landowner’s commercial timber harvest base ensuring the
continued economic viability of the property as productive forest land,;

. provide public outdoor recreational uses including hiking, cross country skiing, hunting, fishing and
trapping;

Approximatley 1,924 acres of the easement property are also located within the Brule River State Forest acquistion
boundary. This represents about 6.5% of the total remaining acquisiton boundary within the state forest. Excellent
public road access to the easement is available through a network of town roads that run on a square mile grid
pattern thoughout the parcel, as well as through adjacent Department easements. The easement includes adjacency
to 2 named lakes, Black Fox Lake and Grover Lake, which provides fishing, trapping and waterfowl hunting
opportunities, Upper Ox Creek, a Class II trout stream, runs through approximately a % mile of the easement.

Much of the easement area is classified as Pine Barrens. This unique community supports a high number of species,
including sharp-tailed grouse, the Kirtland’s warbler, and many species found on the state list of Species of Greatest
Conservation Need. Pine Barrens in Wisconsin are dynamic and highly variable fire-driven ecosystems, and can be
managed for a continuum of natural structurally distinct community types from semi-open brush prairie, to savannas
with scattered trees, to close canopy dry forest.

Acquisition of this easement will ensure this large block of northern forest will continue to provide for sustainable
timber management and harvest, and continue to provide wildlife habitat and public outdoor recreation opportunities
in the region. Lyme Solon Springs Forest Company, LLC, or any future owner, will remain responsible for land
management within the terms of the easement,

LAND MANAGEMENT:

Lyme Solon Springs Forest Company, LLC, or any future owner, will remain responsible for land management
within the terms of the easement. The Department will be responsible to enforce public use of the property in
accordance with NR 45.








































