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NATURAL RESOURCES BOARD AGENDA ITEM llcm No. 

SUBJECT: Land Acquisition - White River Fishery Area-Bayfield- Bayfield County 

FOR: MAY 2015 BOARD MEETING 

TO BE PRESENTED BY: Douglas J Haag 

SUMMARY: The Dcpa11mcnt has obtained an option to purchase I 03.80 acres of land from Gary Steen for $233,550.00 for the 
White River Fishery Area-Bayfield in Bayfield County. The item is being submitted because the price exceeds 
$ 150,000. The property lies entirely within the acquisition boundary oF White River Fishery Area in Bayfield 
County. The goals of the project are to manage and protect the water and fishery resources of the area and to provide 
oppmtunities for publ ic outdoor recreation. 

The subject parcel is located about I 0 miles south of Ashland in the Town of Kelly and includes approximately 900 
feet of two bank river frontage and 1800 feet of one bank frontage where the prope11y on the opposite side of the 
river is already state-owned. This parcel spans 2 distinct management zones identified in the White River Planning 
Group Master Plan: Mid-River Boreal Slopes and Mid-River Uplands. It is adjacent to the White River Breaks State 
Natural Area and portions of the parcel share characteristics similar to the SNA. Access wi ll be from Deer Creek 
Road along a walk in easement from the •·oad or fi·om the river by canoe, kayak or wading. 

A mix of white spmce, balsam fir, white and red pine, white birch and aspen comprise a majority of the acreage 
along the slopes leading to the White River. Clay Seepage Bluff, a native community unique to the Superior Clay 
Plain, is found along some of the steep slopes overlooking the White River. Vegetation within these natural 
communities is variable, some with scattered native conifers and shrubs, while others are nearly bare and have smal l 
seepages flowing from them. Some open areas have exceptionally high numbers of rare plant species. 

The White River Fisheries Area was established in 196 1 to manage and pmtect this unique and scenic trout stream 
and watershed. The White River is one of Wisconsin's premier trout streams and extremely popular for fly-fishing 
enthusiasts. This multiple use area is dedicated to trout fishing, hunting, canoeing and other compatible outdoor 
recreational and educational opportunities. Numerous feeder streams, spring ponds, and outlet flows of several 
glacial lakes provide the high quality water for this outstanding tt·out stream. This parcel of land wil l provide 
hunters and anglers with relatively easy walk-in access to a remote area that is very scenic and offers excellent 
hunting and fishing opportunities. Seventy five percent of the funding for th is purchase wi ll come from the federal 
Sport Fish Restoration Program. 

RECOMMENDATION: That the Board approve the purchase of I 03.80 acres of land for $233,550.00 for the White River Fishery 
Area-Bayfield the in Bayfield County. 

LIST OF ATTACHED MATERIALS: 

No rgj Fiscal Estimate Required 
No 1:8:1 Environmental Assessment of Impact Statement Required 
No 0 Background Memo 

Yes 0 Attached 
Yes 0 Attached 
Yes 1:8:1 Attached 

http://dnr.wi.gov/About/NRB/2015/May/May-2015-NRB-agenda.html





















