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NATURAL RESOURCES BOARD AGENDA ITEM Item No. 3 . B .10. 

SUBJECT: Land Acquisition - State Trails - Ba.-ron and Manitowoc Counties 

FOR: MAY 2015 BOARD MEETING 

TO BE PRESENTED BY: Douglas J Haag 

SUMMARY: The Department has an option to purchase 7.6 miles of railroad corridor from Canadian National Railway Company 
(CN) for $524,000. The tracts would be extensions to two of Wisconsin's 41 state trails. Both items are being 
submitted because the purchase prices exceed $150,000.00, respectively. The first parcel consists of70.93 acres of 
land for $279,000for the Devil's River State Trail in Manitowoc County. The parcel is an inactive railroad cotTidor 
between the town of Newton and village of Cleveland and is entirely within an existing project boundary. The 
acquisition would provide a non-contiguous, 6.8 mile extension of the cull'ently 15-mile Devil's River State Trail, 
which will eventually extend from Green Bay through Manitowoc to Sheboygan if completed as planned. 

One of25 cooperatively managed state trails, the Devil's River State Trail was identified in the Wisconsin Stare Trai l 
Network Plan as the Green Bay lo Sheboygan Trail. This trai l has the potential to provide recreational opportunities 
to an estimated population of 1,000,000 people within a one hour drive. Brown and Manitowoc counties are the 
current cooperative management partners of the Devil's River State Trail. The proposed extension would be 
cooperatively managed through an agreement with Manitowoc County, who is supportive of the proposed 
acquisition. Uses on the trail would likely be consistent with the current uses on the Devil's River State Trai l 
(walking, bicycling and snowmobiling). 

The second parcel consists of 13.29 acres of land for $245,000 for the Wild Rivers State Trail in Barron County. The 
parcel is an inactive railroad corridor in the City of Rice Lake. The parcel is within the project boundary established 
by the Wisconsin State Trail Network Plan, which was approved by the NRB in 2001. This parcel would extend the 
Wild Rivers State Trail south 0.8 miles, and provide a connection to the local trail system. 

Uses on the corridor would likely be consistent with the existing Wild Rivers State Trail (walking, bicycling, 
horseback riding, snowmobile and ATV recreation). In particular, snowmobile routes through Rice Lake would be 
aided by moving snowmobiles off of city streets and on to the new extension of the trail. All-terrain vehicles (ATVs) 
are allowed on the trail year-round. The Wild Rivers State Trail also provides connections to many miles of county 
ATV trails. 

The existing Wild Rivers State Trai l stretches I 04 miles through Douglas, Wash bum and BaJTOn counties in 
northwest Wisconsin, Just north of Rice Lake, the Wild Rivers State Trail connects to the 74-mile Tuscobia State 
Trail. 

Barron, Washburn and Douglas Counties are the current cooperative management partner of the Department on the 
Wild Rivers State Trail. Barron County supports this proposed acquisition and would enter into a cooperative 
agreement with the Department to deve.lop, maintain and operate the proposed extension. 

The parcels would be acquired under the federal railbanking process and will be subject to potential rail reversion, 
allowing the railroad to reinstate rail service in the future if deemed necessary and approved through rai l authorities. 
Ra il reversion of a rai l banked trail has not happened in Wisconsin but has taken place approximately nine times 
across the country since the railbanking program came into existence in 1983. This year (20 15) is the 50111 

anniversary of "rails to trails" in Wisconsin, with the establishment of the Elroy-Sparta State Trail in 1965. 

RECOMMENDATION: That the Board approves the purchase of 84.22 acres of land for $524,000 for extensions of two existing 
State trails n·om the Canadian National Railway Company. 

http://dnr.wi.gov/About/NRB/2015/May/May-2015-NRB-agenda.html





































