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Goal: Effectively engage, educate, and involve youth in the management and protection of our natural
resources and foster a conservation ethic through participation on the Wisconsin Youth Conservation
Congress (YCC).

Background: In 2009, the Natural Resources Board asked, “Would you support the concept of
establishing a Youth Conservation Congress?” on the Spring Hearlng questionnaire. The question
passed overwhelmingly. With favorable input from the cntlzens the NRB asked the Wisconsin
Conservation Congress (WCC) to proceed with gettlng a Youth Conservation Congress established that
would function under the umbrelia of the Wisconsin Conservatlon Congress The WCC undertook this
charge with support from the DNR. The purpose of this initiative is to create a program that will instill
a sense of ownership, civic pride, involvement and advocacy in the future stewards of our state’s
natural resources and sporting herltage The YCC intends’ to be a hands-on opportunlty to involve
youth in natural resource management cntlzen based scuence and provide them an avenue to engage
in pohcy making. ‘

The Youth Conservation Congress may fulfill mdependent study requurements or service-learning
hours/credits for some schools Educators may. aIso use thng p\rogram to complement their course
curriculum for interested students ' e

Objectives: The YCC W|II teach youth delegates about (1) natural resource management and careers
through a variety of service- -learning opportunltles throughout the year and an all-day “field day” held
in each DNR region, (2) the process by which Wisconsin’s natural resource policy is determined, and (3)
the role and history of the Wisconsin Conservation Congress (WCC), a statutorily created citizen
advisory group'. The YCC will (4) prowde youth delegates with the opportunity to strengthen valuable
transferable skills such as prob|em soIvnng, communication, teamwork, and leadership skills through
working with other Youth Conservation Congress delegates, WCC delegates, and DNR staff. The YCC
will afford participants the oppdrtunity to network with youth from around the state that are
interested in natural resources as well as DNR professionals and policy makers.

Activities to meet objectives:

1. The DNR, will host an all-day field day in each DNR region that will expose YCC delegates to the
many facets and factors involved in natural resource management, to various career options in
natural resource related fields and afford them the opportunity to interact with professionals in




those fields, and enable them the opportunity to participate in typical work done by natural
resource professionals. YCC delegates will have the opportunity to work with DNR staff on a
wide variety of volunteer opportunities (depending on youth interests, season and
opportunities available) such as fish netting or wildlife surveys, tagging or marking fish at a
hatchery facility, assisting with habitat assessments, air monitoring, ride-alongs, or water
quality sampling. In addition, YCC delegates will receive a complimentary Natural Resources
Foundation membership and will have an opportunity to attend Natural Resources Foundation
educational field trips at a reduced rate.

2-3. Youth delegates will have access to DNR policy makers and will participate in WCC meetings
such as the district meeting, advisory committee meetlngs‘,‘ the DNR and WCC Spring Hearings,
and the WCC annual convention in May. The Youth, Con:gress will afford young adults with an
interest in natural resource and sporting herltage related |ssues a voice in the management of
those resources and activities. YCC delegates may work with the Conservation Congress county
delegation and district councilors to mtroduce a resolution to effect change at the annual
Spring Hearings, which they can follow through the WCC process

4.  Participants can make an oral and/or poster presentatlon on their service- learnmg project at
the annual Wisconsin Conservatlon Congress conventionz thereby strengthening
communication and presentation SklllS YCC delegates Wlll also participate in break-out sessions
at the annual conventlon that will requtre the delegates to work in groups to discuss current

county delegates to represent thelr mterests and adwse the Natural Resources Board and the
Department of Natural Resources on how to manage Wisconsin’s natural resources.

“The WCC convention'is an annual gathering of the 360 statewide delegates held in May.
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Youth Conservation Congress Application

Name of Applicant: Date:
Address: Phone:
Email:
County:
High School: Current School Year: -
School Address: Grade Level:

Will your participation in the YCC be used for independent study, school credit, or volunteer hours?
Yes No If yes, who is your advisor/ teacher?

Please indicate your areas of interest:

0 Wildlife [0 Endangered Resources [l Waste and Remediation
[0 Fisheries [l Parks and Recreation (0 Air Management

[0 Law Enforcement (1 Forestry [0 Water Resources

U Other

Briefly explain why you are interested in participating in the Youth Conservation Congress. Please include the
outdoor activities in which you participate and your involvement in outdoor or conservation organizations:

CONGRESS

| I, , affirm that the information provided above is

(Print name of applicant)

accurate and truthful.

I further consent to the reproduction and use of my likeness by the State of Wisconsin, Department of
Natural Resources/ Wisconsin Conservation Congress in all manners, including advertising, display, exhibition
and art purposes in perpetuity. And I consent to the use of my photograph by any nominee or designee of the
State of Wisconsin, Department of Natural Resources/ Wisconsin Conservation Congress including any
publisher or agency, and such picture of me may be used for all of the aforesaid purposes without any limitation
or reservation.

Applicant signature: , Date: -
(Over)
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Activity Consent Form for Parent/Legal Guardian and WCC Mentor

Wisconsin Youth Conservation Congress Participant:
First Name, Middle Initial, Last Name

Address

City, State, Zip Code
Birth date (month/day/year) / / Age

Dates and locations of meetings YCC participant may attend with WCC:

WCC Mentor/Sponsor Contact Information:
First and Last Name
Address

City, State, Zip Code
Telephone Number
Relationship to WYCC participant

Parent/Legal Guardian Emergency Contact I

has indicated an’interestin par tlcipatl,:g in the Wisconsin Youth Conservation Congress.
oal of deve 0] and mentoring futule conser vation leadels The parent and/or legal

minor may be offered the opportunity to participate in
‘tment of Natural Resouices staff Activities may include but are not limited to,

given their permission foi the¢:minor to part ipate in such activities.

The parent/legal guardian agrees: resp0n51b111ty for the minor’s participation in any such activities. The parent/legal
guardian hereby agrees to release, ho I harinless, and waive any and all claims against the Wisconsin Department of Natural
Resources, its employees and agents, and the Wisconsin Conservation Congress and its delegates for any bodily injury, accident,
illness, death, loss or damage to personal property, or other claims related to the minor’s participation in such activities.

Parent/Legal Guardian Printed Name
Parent/Legal Guardian Signature Date

I'understand & agree to abide by all WCC Code of Procedures & be an active participant.

Youth WCC Participant Printed Name
Youth WCC Participant Signature Date




