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SUBJECT: Request approval to initiate a public involvement process which may result in a master plan amendment to the 
Northern Highland American Legion State Forest to expand the amount of land being leased for Camp American Legion. 

FOR: February 2015 Board meeting 

TO BE PRESENTED BY: Teague Prichard, Division of Forestry, State Lands Specialist 

SUMMARY: 

The Department (Division of Forestry) requests approval from the Natural Resources Board to initiate the public 
involvement process for a potential amendment to the master plan for the Northern Highland-American Legion State Forest 
regarding the possibility and extent of leasing additional lands to the American Legion, Department of Wisconsin for 
exclusive use by veterans at Camp American Legion. 

The Department owns the underlying lands where the Camp American Legion is located in Lake Tomahawk, Oneida 
County, Wisconsin. The American Legion, Department of Wisconsin owns the buildings and facilities but leases the 
underlying land from the Department. Pursuant to Wis. Stat. s. 28.035 the Department is authorized to lease lands for 
Camp American Legion, however, current statute does not explicitly describe the extent of lands to be leased. 

Camp American Legion was established in 1925 when the American Legion, Department of Wisconsin purchased the 
1 buildings and equipment of the former Camp Minnewawa, a private girls camp located on state-owned land. Camp 
American Legion was established as a "restoration camp for sick and disabled veterans of World War I and their 
dependents." Today veterans of all wars, including World War I, as well active-duty service members, and their families, 
are able to apply to stay at the Camp free of charge with a physician documented, physical or psychological illness, injury 

.Pr disability. 

Since 1964 the Department has leased to the American Legion approximately 75 acres which surround the Camp buildings 
including cabins owned by individual legion posts. Prior to 1964, various leases between the State and the American 
Legion included additional lands. One such lease was for as much as 302 acres. The American Legion has requested to 
once again lease additional lands for the purposes of offering expanded hunting opportunities to veterans that come to the 
Camp. Any lease of additional lands to the American Legion would necessitate the closing of those lands to the general 
public since the lands would be for the exclusive use of the American Legion under a lease. 

RECOMMENDATION: Approval for the Department to initiate a master plan amendment process for the Northern Highland 
American Legion State Forest Master Plan to develop recommendations for leasing additional Department land for Camp 
American Legion. 

LIST OF ATTACHED MATERIALS (check all that are applicable): 
X Board Memo with attached map 

t •• • • 

Approved by 

Nicole Potvin, Acting Bureau Director, 
Forest Management 

Paul DeLong, Administrator, Forestry 
Division 

Cathy Stepp, Secretary 

cc: Board Liaison - AD/8 
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