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NATURAL RESOURCES BOARD AGENDA ITEM Hem No. _ 3_ . _B_._6_. __ 

SUBJECT: Easement Purchase- Forest Legacy Pt·ogram- Douglas County 

FOR: February . 2015 s ·oard Meeting 

TO BE. PRESENTED BY: Douglas J Haag 

SUMMARY: In May 201 2, the Department entered into an Option agreement with Lyme St. Croix Forest Company to acquire a 
working forest easement on approximately 65,867 acres of land in northwest Wisconsin. The Option identified a 
two-phased transaction. The Natural Resources Board approved phase I of the transaction, consisting of 44,678 -
acres at a cost of$11 ,260,000 in June of20 12. That transaction closed in September of20 12. The Department 
submitted a federal Forest Legacy Program (FLP) funding application for the phase II transaction and phase II has 
been on hold pending review of that grant application. The Depa11ment was recently notified that $3,750,000 in FLP 
funding is avai lable for this project and is now bringing phase II forward for approval. Phase II consists of 21, 189 
acres at the price of $5,6 15, 148.60 plus applicable appraisal and closing costs. The state share of the transaction will 
be $ 1,865, 148.60 plus a share of appraisal and closing costs. The state share will come from the Knowles Nelson 
Stewardship Program. 

The easement property is located within the Northern Forest Legacy Area project boundary identified in Wisconsin's 
20 I 0 Statewide Forest Action Plan; this plan identifies the State of Wisconsin 's priorities for implementing the 
Forest Legacy Program. The purpose of the Forest Legacy Program in Wisconsin is to: 

• maintain large blocks of forest land for continued forestry and resource management by precluding bui !dings, 
subdivision, deforestation or any significant topographical change; 

• manage the property as pa11 of the underlying landowner's commercial timber harvest base ensuring the 
continued economi,c viabi lity of the property as productive forest land; 

• provide public outdoor recreational uses including hiking, cross country ski ing, hunting, fishing and trapping: 

Approximatley 17,5 13 acres of the easement prope1ty are also located within the Brule River State Forest acquistion 
boundary. This represents about 54% ofrhe total remaining acquisiton boundary within the state forest. Excellent 
public road access to the phase lllands is available through a network of town roads that run on a square mile grid 
pattern thoughout the parcel. The Phase 11 easement includes adjacency to 7 named lakes and 32 
unnamed/lakes/ponds. There is good walk in access to Muck Lake, Sand Lake, Loon Lake and Deer Print Lake and 
access off woods roads to Black Fox Lake and Paradise Lake, providing fishing, trapping and waterfow l hunting 
opportunities. Mud Creek, which is a Class li trout stream, runs approximately 4.3 miles through the easement tract. 
The North Country National Scenic Trai l also bisects the northwest end of the easement tract and is a popular 
destination for hikers. The casement area also includes 8 miles of public snowmobile trails. The Department wi ll 
acquire rights for the public to use these existing snowmobile trai ls in perpetuity, 

Much of the casement area is classi fied as Pine Barrens. This unique community supports a high number of species, 
including sharp-tailed grouse, the Kirtland's warbler, and many species found on the state list of Species of Greatest 
Conservation Need. Pine Barrens in Wisconsin are dynamic and highly variable fire-driven ecosystems, and can be 
managed for a continuum of natural structurally distinct communi ty types from semi-open brush prairie, to savannas 
with scattered trees, to close canopy dry forest. 

One of the forest management goals a11iculated in the easement includes a shifting mosaic of 500 acres of young red 
pine and/or jack pine within blocks of middle a11d older forests to encourage barrens habitat. This is compatible 
with industrial forest management for pine and benefits sharp-tai led grouse and Kirtland warblers, species dependent 
on the Northern Pine Barrens Ecosystem. 

Acquisition of this easement will ensure this large block of northern forest will continue to provide for sustainable 
timber management and harvest, wildlife habitat and public outdoor recreation. Lyme St. Croix Forest Company, or 
any future owner, will remain responsible for land management within the terms of the easement. 

http://dnr.wi.gov/About/NRB/2015/Feb/Feb-2015-NRB-agenda.html



















