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Subject: The Rebecca Wallace Award 

For: December 2015 Natural Resources Board Meeting 

Presenter's Name and Title: Cathy Stepp, Secretary 'I" 

Informational Item: Secretary Stepp will present the award to the recipient 

Summary: 
Secretary Stepp will present the award to the recipient at the NRB meeting. 

Agenda Item 4. B.1. 

This is an annual award that began in 1998 following the death of Watershed Management 
employee, Rebecca Wallace, February 1997. Rebecca R. Wallace had been an environmental 
engineer with the Department of Natural Resources, since 1979. At the time of her death, she was 
Chief of the Runoff Management Section, in the Watershed Management Bureau. Becky was a 
persistent advocate for improvement and protection of Wisconsin's water resources. Her vision for 
the state's Nonpoint Program was clear and succinct: "Clean Water" . Becky became a symbol of 
what goals could be achieved through not only hard work and dedication, but also with compassion 
and empathy for others. Becky and her husband, Lyle, died in an automobile accident on February 
22, 1997, leaving three children, Spencer, Mitch, and Jeremy. 

In February 1997, the Natural Resources Board passed a memorial resolution honoring Becky 
Wallace, establishing the Rebecca Wallace Memorial Award. Each year an award is given to an 
employee nominated for making the greatest contribution toward either the improvement of 
relationships with external partner agencies and organizations on environmental quality issues or 
mentoring of Department staff. In another tribute to Becky, the Wisconsin State Assembly passed 
1997 Assembly Resolution 25, honoring both her career with the DNR and her strong commitment to 
her family. 

Mr. James McEvoy, a retired DNR artist from Brooklyn, Wisconsin, created the accompanying pen 
and ink watercolor for the award. A print is given to each award recipient. 
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MEMORIAL RESOLUTION 

It fs with deep regret that the Wlsconsi'l Natural Resources Board recognizes the unfimely passing of DNR 
employee Rebecca Wallace on February 22, 1997. 

Becky began her career with the Department in 1979 as an environmental engineer in lhe Water Quality Evaluation 
Section of the Bureau or Water Quality in Madison. tn 1980, she moved into an engineering position in the 
Municipal Wastewater Section of lhe Bureau of Wastewater Management 

In 1988, Becky was appointed unit strpervisor in the Nonpoinl Source Technical SI.IJlporl Unit of the Bureau of 
Water Resources Management. In 1991, Becky was appointed cllief of the Nonpolnt Source and land 
Management Section in the same bureau. She rece111Jy was appointed cllief of the new Runoff Management 
Section in the newly organized Bureau of Watershed Management 

During her nearly 1S.year career wilh the Departmen~ Becky dlsfingulshed herself as a tireless advoca!e lor the 
improvement and protection of Wisconsin's water resoorces. As chief of Wisoonsin's Nonpoint Source Pollution 
Abatement Program, more popularly referred to as the "priority watershed• program, she forged partne!Ships with 
counties, municipalities, and other state and federal agencies involved in land conservation, slormwater 
management and agricultural land management. 

Becky's accomplishments in managing the Departmenfs noopoint source program are many and varied. Her 
decfJCatioo to Wisconsin's water resources and to her staff will be both long remembered and sorely missed. As one 
of her highest priorities, Becky worked extremely hard at improving relationships between the Department and its 
partner agencieS- Slle wiD long be affectionately remembered by her colleagues at the Department for her 
dedicalion to mentoring and supporting her staff, her positive disposition, and her ability to forge partnerships ancf 
find common ground between strongly-held divergent points of view. 

Throughout her career, Becky provided the Department with the hlghestle\•el of professional serroe. As evidence 
of tllis, Becky was nominated in 1995 lor tile John Brogan Environmental Acllievement Award as part of the 
Oepartmenrs team effort on the Animal Waste AdviSOIY Committee. She also participated on tile Grealtakes 
Commission's Soli Eroslon and Sedimelllation Task Force along with represenlali\•es from the other Grealtakes 
slates. She also represented Wisconsin on numerous regional and national nonpoint souroe.related oommiHees 
and was one of the launders or the bl.annual Upper Midwest Conference on Nonpo!nt Source PoRution. 

WHEREAS, Rebecca Wallace served the people of tile Slate of Wisoonsin long and faithfully in the perfonnance of 
her duties; 

WHEREAS, Rebecca Wallace earned tile respect and admiration of her colleagues at the Department for her 
commilment, energy, and dedication to her staff; 

WHEREAS, Rebecca Wallace's career and advancement through the ranks of the Department to a position of high 
respoiiSiMily and Yisibilily as a relatively young vroman serves as an inspiration to professional women in tile f~elds 
of environmental engineering and nalllral resources management; 

WHEREAS, Rebecca Wallace was dedicated to her husband and three children and maintained this commitment 
even as she laced the demands of a professional career; 

WHEREAS, Rebecca Wallace exhibited the rare ability to brilg diverse groups of people together to wOik 
effectively toward· common goals and used this ability to contribute greatly to the fulfilment of the Department's 
mission. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOL RESOLVED THAT, we, the members of Ule Nalural Resources Board at our 
February 1997 meeting in Madison, WISOOnsin, recognize sucll faithful service with due respect and gratitude and 
hereby eslabiTsll the Rebecca Wanace Memorial Award for Departmental staff to be awarded annually lo the 
employee making :tie greatest oontlibufion toward either the improvement of relationships with extemal partner 
agencies and organizations on mutually-shared oovironmental quality issues or the mentoring of Department staff. 
This memorial resoiUUon is made a part of tile olf~al reoords of the Nalural Resources Board. 

NATURAL RESOU~CES BOARD 

TrygveA. Solberg, CHAIRMAN 

The Rebecca Wallace 
Memorial Award 

Rebecca R. Wallace had been an 
environmental engineer with the 
Department of Natural Resources, since 
1979. At the time of her death; she was 
Chief of the Runoff Management Section, 
in the Watershed Management Bureau. 
Becky was a persistent advocate for 

improvement and protection of Wisconsin's water resources. Her 
vision for the state's Nonpoint Program was clear and succinct: 
"Clean Water" . Becky became a symbol of what goals could be 
achieved through not only hard work and dedication, but also with 
compassion and empathy for others. Becky and her husband, Lyle, 
died in an automobile accident on February 22, 1997, leaving three 
children, Spencer, Mitch, and Jeremy. 

In February 1997, the Natural Resources Board passed a memorial 
resolution honoring Becky Wallace. As part of that resolution, the 
Board established the Rebecca Wallace Memorial Award. Becky's 
staff were instrumental in the development of the criteria and 
gujdelines for this award. Each year an award is given to an 
employee nominated for making the greatest contribution toward 
either the improvement of relationships with external partner 
agencies and organizations on environmental quality issues or 
mentoring of Department staff. The first award was presented in 
June, 1998, by Governor Tommy Thompson. In another tribute to 
Becky, the Wisconsin State Assembly passed 1997 Assembly 
Resolution 25, honoring both her career with the DNR and her strong 
commitment to her family. 

Mr. James McEvoy, a retired DNR artist from Brooklyn, Wisconsin, 
created the accompanying pen and ink watercolor for the award. A 
print is given to each award Tecipient. 
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