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Natural Resources Board Agenda Item

SUBJECT: Land Acquisition — Statewide Natural Area — Bayfield County

FOR: December 2015 BOARD MEETING

TO BE PRESENTED BY: Douglas J Haag

SUMMARY:

The Department has obtained an option to purchase 37.66 acres of land from Scot O'Malley for $520,000.00
for the Statewide Natural Areas Program in Bayfield County. The item is being submitted because the
purchase price is greater than $150,000,

The acquisition of this parcel provides Department ownership of the mouth of the Bark River, the far eastern
end of the Bark Bay Slough State Natural Area and lake frontage along Lake Superior. It will allow for
increased access to the slough and the Lake Superior shoreline providing expanded opportunities for public
recreational use. Funding for the project has been secured through the federal Great Lakes Restoration
Initiative and no state funds are required for the purchase.

Bark Bay Slough was designated a State Natural Area in 1977. The Bark River and a spring complex on the
eastern end of the natural area supply water to the lake and wetlands. Birds present during the breeding
season include bald eagle (Haliaeetus leucocephalus), merlin (Falco columbarius), northern harrier (Circus
cyaneus), yellow rail (Coturnicops noveboracensis), sandhill crane, Brewer's blackbird, and American bittern
(Botaurus lentaginosus). Substantial numbers of migrating shorebirds and waterfowl make use of the
property. The shallow (8 foot maximum depth), hardwater lake supports mostly panfish and northern pilke,

This parcel also includes approximately 1,000 feet of shoreline along Lake Superior. An existing two-track
road that connects the shoreline to Hwy 13 will be maintained as a walk-in access and a small parking area
will be developed along the highway. The variety of water features on the property and road access will offer
excellent opportunities for hunting, trapping and fishing and other wildlife and water-based recreational
activities,

RECOMMENDATION: That the Board approve the purchase of 37.66 acres of land from Scot O'Malley for $520,000.00 for

the Statewide Natural Area program the in Bayfield County.

LIST OF ATTACHED MATERIALS (Check all that are applicable):

0J Background Memo [] Type name of attachment if applicable
B Maps and Documents [] Type name of attachment if applicable
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State of Wisconsin

CORRESPONDENCE/MEMORANDUM

DATE: November 24, 2015 FILE REF: NA 20130
TO: Scott Walker

FROM: Cathy Stepp

SUBJECT: Proposed Land Acquisition, Scot O'Malley Tract, File # NA 20130,

Option Expires December 13,2015

1. PARCEL DESCRIPTION:

Statewide Natural Area
Bayfield County

Grantor:

Scot O'Malley
1024 3rd Street
Hudson, W1 54106

Acres: 37.66

Price: $520,000.00

Appraised Value: $520,000.00

Interest: Fee Title

Improvements: 4 small seasonal cabins (each less than 100 sq. ft. and of no contributory value)

Location: The property is located 3 miles West of Cornucopia in Bayfield County
Land Description: The subject land is 70% upland and 30% lowland, containing a mixed hardwood and pine forest.
The parcel has level to rolling terrain that slowly slopes toward the lakeshore. A large ridge

bisects the property producing a rapid descent down to the lakeshore and marshland.

Covertype Breakdown:

Type Acreage
Upland Woodland 25.00
Lowland Woodland 12.66
Total: | 37.66

Zoning: R-1, Residential
Present Use: Recreational
Proposed Use: Public Recreation
Tenure: 30 years

Property Taxes: $2,709.89
Option Date: September 15, 2015

Stewardship Land Access: This property will be open to the public for all nature based outdoor recreational
activities to include hunting, fishing, trapping, hiking and cross country skiing. Physical features of the property may
not be conducive to all these activities.

2. JUSTIFICATION:

The Department has obtained an option from Scot O’Malley for 37.66 acres of land located on the easternmost @
portion of the Bark Bay Slough State Natural Area for $520,000. Funding for the project has been secured Printed on
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through the federal Great Lakes Restoration Initiative and no state funds will be used for the purchase. The
acquistion of this parcel provides Department ownership of the mouth of the Bark River, the far eastern end of the
State Natural Area and lake frontage along Lake Superior.

It will also allow for increased access to the slough and Lake Superior shoreline and provide expanded
opportunities for public recreational use. Bark Bay Slough was designated a State Natural Area in 1977. The Bark
River and a spring complex on the eastern end of the natural area supply water to the lake and wetlands. Birds
present during the breeding season include bald eagle (Haliaeetus leucocephalus), merlin (Falco columbarius),
northern harrier (Circus cyaneus), yellow rail (Coturnicops noveboracensis), sandhill crane, Brewer's blackbird, and
American bittern (Botaurus lentaginosus). Substantial numbers of migrating shorebirds and waterfowl make use of
the property. The shallow (8 foot maximum depth), hardwater lake supports mostly panfish and northern pike.

This parcel also includes approximately 1,000 feet of shoreline along Lake Superior. An existing two-track road
that connects the shoreline to Hwy 13 will be maintained as a walk-in access and a small parking area will be
developed along the highway. The variety of water features on the property will offer excellent opportunities for
hunting, trapping and fishing and other wildlife and water-based recreational activities.

LAND MANAGEMENT:

This property will be managed by Ryan Magana, the Districts’ property manager for State Natural Areas. Ryan is
stationed out of Spooner but works closely with local staff members from all programs. A 1994 management plan is
on file for Bark Bay SNA. Management objectives for the property include the prevention of invasive species
populations and the protection of natural communities and rare species habitat. To that end, annual inspections are
conducted in order to detect any new invasive plant species, such as purple loosestrife. No loosestrife is known to
be present on the property at this time, but control efforts have been ongoing to reduce the presence of Phragmites
grass and reed canary grass in the area.

Timber resources on the property include a stand of natural-origin red and white pine, a majority of which is in older
age-classes. Also present are a stand of aspen, scattered white birch, balsam fir and occasional white cedar. The
wetlands of the property do not contain any stands of productive timber. Following acquisition, an integrated team
of resource managers will be assembled to determine the best management approach for the upland timber
resources. ‘

This parcel includes approximately 1,000 feet of shoreline along Lake Superior. An existing two-track road that
connects the shoreline to Hwy 13 will be maintained as a walk-in access and a small parking area will be developed
along the highway. The 4 very small buildings, each about 100 square feet in size will be removed and the various
sites cleaned up. No other improvements are planned for the property.

FINANCING:

No State Stewardship bond funds are anticipated for this purchase. Funding for the acquisition and all related costs
will be provided from a Great Lakes Restoration Initiative grant.

ACQUISITION STATUS OF THE STATEWIDE NATURAL AREA:

Established: 1972
Acres Purchased to Date: 29,513.67

Acquisition Goal: 41,000.00

Percent Complete: 71.98 %
Cost to Date: $34,796,558.41

APPRAISAL:

Appraiser:  William Steigerwaldt

Valuation Date:  June 11, 2015

Appraised Value: $520,000.00

Highest and Best Use: Large-lot residential with recreational use

























