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Natural Resources Board Agenda Item 
Item No: 3 • B • 4 • 

SUBJECT: Land Acquisition - Statewide Natua·al Area- BayJield County 

FOR: December 2015 BOARD MEETING 

TO BE PRESENTED BY: Douglas J Haag 

SUMMARY: The Department has obtained an option to purchase 37.66 acres of land from Scot O'Malley fot· $520,000.00 
for the Statewide Natu•·al A•·eas Program In Bayfield County. The item is being submitted because the 
purchase price is greater than $150,000. 

The acquisition of this parcel provides Department ownership of the mouth of the Barl< River, the fat· eastern 
end of the Bark Bay Slough State Natul"81 Area and lake frontage along Lal<e Superior. It will allow for 
increased access to the slough and the Lake Superior shoreline providing expanded opportunities for public 
recreational use. Funding for the project has been secured through the federal Great Lal<es Restoration 
Initiative and no state funds are required for the purchase. 

Bark Bay Slough was designated a State Natural Area in 1977. The Bark River and a spring complex on the 
eastet·n end of the natural area supply water to the lal<e and wetlands. Bir-ds present during the breeding 
season include bald eagle (Haliaeetus leucocephalus), merlin (Falco columbarius), northern hat"l'ier (Circus 
cyaneus), yellow rail (Cotumicops novcboracensls), sandhill crane, Brewer's blael<blrd, and American bittern 
(Botaurus lentaglnosus). Substantial numbers of migrating shorebirds and waterfowl malce use of the 
property. The shallow (8 foot maximum depth), hardwater Jake supports mostly pannsh and northern pil<e. 

This pa•·cel also Includes approximately I ,000 feet of shoreline along Lal<e Superior. An existing two-track 
road that connects the shoreline to llwy 13 will be maintained as a wall<-in access and a small parking area 
will be developed along the highway. The variety of' water features on the property and road access will offer 
excellent opportunities for hunting, trapping and fishing and other wildlife and water-based recreational 
activities. 

RECOMMENDATION: That the Board approve the purchase of37.66 acres of land from Scot O'Malley for $520,000.00 for 
the Statewide Natural At·ea program the in Bayfield County. 

LIST OF ATTACHED MATERIALS (Check all that are applicable): 
18] Bacl<ground Memo 0 Type name of attachment if applicable 

~ Maps and Documents 0 Type name of attachment if applicable 

Approved By Signature Date 

Douglas J. Haag 
Deputy Bureau Director 

Sanjay Olson 
Division Administrator 

Cathy Stepp, Secretary 
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