
Form 1100·001N (Rev. 09/14) Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources 
Natural Resources Board Agenda Item 

Item No. 3 • A • 1 • 

SUBJECT: Request that the Board adopt Emergency Board Order WM-14-15(E) for proposed rules modifying Ch. NR 16 
related to captive deer farm fence regulations 

FOR: December 2015 Board meeting 

TO BE PRESENTED BY: Todd Schaller, ChiefWarden 

SUMMARY: 

These rules will establish a way for certain deer farmers to legally and safely maintain ownership of their animals following 
changes to federal and state regulations which are effective beginning on December 10, 2015. 

Under current Department regulations, the type of fencing a licensed deer farmer is required to maintain depends upon 
whether the licensee is enrolled in DATCP's herd status program. New USDA regulations have been adopted which will 
change herd status eligibility criteria. Individuals who are currently enrolled in the herd status program must comply with 
the new eligibility criteria to maintain their fences as is. Individuals who are unable to meet the new eligibility criteria will 
be required to install double or solid fencing. Both options could result in significant costs to licensees. Farmers who are 
not able to comply with new USDA/DATCP regulations and are not able to build an additional fence may have limited 
options for disposing of their deer. This emergency rule will help address concerns that have been raised about the 
potential illegal release of captive deer. 

These rules would eliminate the requirement for white-tailed deer farms to comply with either of the following as a 
condition of their fence certificate: 1) enrollment in the chronic wasting disease herd status program which is administered 
by the Department of Agriculture, Trade, and Consumer Protection or, for farms greater than 80 acres in size, 2) testing 
10% of deer that die annually and submit those results to the natural resources department. 

The Department would still issue fence certificates, which would indicate whether a facility was enclosed by a single 
fence, doubled fence, or solid fence, according to standards already established in NR16. The chronic wasting disease 
and other testing requirements established under ATCP 10 would still be in effect. Farms not participating in the herd 
status program administered by agriculture department would not be allowed to export live deer. 

RECOMMENDATION: Adoption of Emergency Board Order WM-14-15(E) for proposed rules modifying Ch. NR 16 related 
to caplive deer farm fence regulations 

LIST OF ATTACHED MATERIALS (check all that are applicable): 
~ Background memo 
~ Fiscal estimate and economic impact analysis form 

~ Board Order/rule 

Approved by Signature 

Todd Schaller, 
Bureau Director 

Sanjay Olson, Land Division 
Administrator 

Cathy Stepp, Secretary 

cc: Board Liaison - AD/8 
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