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Item No. 3.B.6. 

SUBJECT: Request approval to name a Public Access Site Property in the Glacial Heritage Area, Jefferson County 

FOR: August 2015 Board meeting 

TO BE PRESENTED BY: Steve Miller, Director, Bureau of Facilities and Lands 

SUMMARY: 
At its June, 2013 meeting, the Natural Resources Board authorized the purchase of 6.13 acres of land identified as a River
Based Conservation Area within the Glacial Heritage Area (GHA). This parcel provides motorized and non-motorized boat 
access to the Rock River and excellent shore fishing opportunities. The Earl and Eugenia Quirk Foundation Board provided 
funds to Jefferson County to help purchase and develop the property which will be managed as a partnership between the 
Jefferson County Parks Department and the Department. A review of the green sheet for that acquisition indicates that the 
property was not named at the time of purchase. Manual Code 2281.1 is the guidance the Department uses when naming 
a property. The authority for naming a property or a portion of a property not expressly named by the Legislature rests with 
the Natural Resources Board. 

The Department received a request from Jefferson County and the Quirk Foundation Board to consider naming this public 
access site to commemorate Mrs. Quirk as recognition of the contributions to this particular project made possible by Mrs. 
Quirk. Upon her death in 1989, Mrs. Quirk directed that much of her liquid assets be placed in the Foundation. Developing 
parks and preserving natural resources in the Watertown area is a big part of the Foundation's mission. 

In naming a property, MC 2281 .1 indicates that names based on significant physical, biological or cultural attributes or 
features of the property or area are typically the most appropriate. And, that names commemorating an individual, family or 
nonprofit organization that has made a significant contribution to the Department, financial or otherwise, should be 
secondary to the official property name. In this case, the Rock River is the significant physical feature and the additional 
naming in reference to Mrs. Quirk would be secondary. Mrs. Quirk had the nickname "Capple" and the Department was 
requested to consider using this name. Department staff and administration support naming the site "Rock River Public 
Access - Capple's Landing'' as it is our opinion that the name choice does not conflict with the Intent of this provision in MC 
2281 .1. 

Thus, the Department recommends that the Natural Resources Board approves naming this property the "Rock River 
Public Access- Cappie's Landing." If other access sites are purchased as part of the GHA project the intent is that they 
will follow the same naming convention utilizing the format "Rock River Public Access- (xxx descriptor) Landing." 

RECOMMENDATION: Approval of naming request of GHA property to "Rock River Public Access - Cappie's Landing" 

LIST OF ATTACHED MATERIALS (check all that are applicable): None 
D N/A D 
D D 

Approved by 

Steve Miller, F&L Bureau Director 

Sanjay Olson, Land Division Administrator 
7--6-/.S: 

Cathy Stepp, Secretary 

cc: Board Liaison - AD/8 
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