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SUBJECT: 

Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources 
Natural Resources Board Agenda Item 

Item No. 3.B • .l 

Request that the Board adopt Emergency Board Order FH-08-15(E), proposed rules affecting chapter NR 23 related to 
lake sturgeon regulations on the Menominee River. 

FOR: August 2015 Board meeting 

PRESENTER'S NAME AND TITLE: Mike Donofrio, Fisheries Team Supervisor 

SUMMARY: 
The emergency rule is necessary to prevent harvest and consumption of lake sturgeon from the Menominee River 
downstream of the Grand Rapids Dam during the 2015 lake sturgeon harvest season. 

In spring of 2015, adult lake sturgeon exceeding 60 inches were transported from Green Bay past the Menominee Dam to 
give them greater access to spawning habitat. All sizes of sturgeon from Green Bay are on Wisconsin's "DO NOT EAT" 
list due to PCB contamination. 

A catch-and-release only season is currently open on the Menominee River downstream from the Menominee Dam from 
the first Saturday in September to September 30. Anglers may currently harvest one sturgeon that is longer than 60 
inches per open season between the Menominee Dam and the Grand Rapids Dam. The emergency rule would extend 
the catch-and-release season approximately 20 miles upstream on the Menominee River, to the waters between the 
Menominee and Grand Rapids dams. 

RECOMMENDATION: That the Board adopt Emergency Board Order FH-08-15(E). 

LIST OF ATTACHED MATERIALS (check all that are applicable): 
[8] background memo 
[8] Fiscal estimate and economic impact analysis (EIA) form 
D Response summary 

D Attachments to background memo 
D Environmental assessment or impact statement 
[8] Board order/rule 

Approved by Signature Date 

Justine Hasz, Bu.reatJ Director 

Russ Rasmussen, Division Administrator 

Cathy Stepp, Secretary 

cc: Board Liaison - AD/8 Department ru le coordinator- LS/8 

http://dnr.wi.gov/About/NRB/2015/Aug/Aug-2015-NRB-agenda.html

















