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SUBJ ECT: Land Sale - Lower Wisconsin State Riven vay-Grant County 

FOR: OCTOBER 2014 BOARD MEETING 

TO BE PRESENTED BY: Douglas J Haag 

SUMMARY: 	 The Department is proposing to selllO acres of land in the Lower Wisconsin State Riverway(LWSR) to the Village of Muscoda at 
the price of$100,000. The 10-acre parcel is located adjacent to a I 0-acre parcel that was sold to Scot Industries in 2009 for 
expansion of its Muscoda ptant. The I0-acre parcel proposed for sale is bordered by Scot's large industrial facility to the South, the 
Village ofMuscoda sewage lagoons to the eastand a cemetary to the west. The foUJthside is a road (Elm Street), which severs the 
I0-acres fi·om remaining department lands. Since this prope11y was acquired in 1962, the village has expanded into the area south 
and west ofthe Depa1tment's project area and a school was also located within 450 feet ofthis tract. The 10 acre parcel does not 
provide any significant recreational opporttrnity, there is no water fi·ontage and the land is posted closed to hunting due to the 
location ofthe nearby school. Dcpa1tmcnt staffhave reviewed the parcel for its natural resource and recreational values and have 
determined that the parcel is not needed by the Department for conservation purposes. 

The Village ofMuscoda requested that the Deprutment sell the land in order to allow for expansion ofScot Industries and to conn·ol 
access to the wastewater treatment faci ltiy. Scot is a lru·ge Wisconsin-based company with manufactw"ing facilitcs in eight U.S. and 
one European location and is vital to the localand regionaleconomy. 

The Lower Wisconsin State Rivc1way was formed by combining nine existing wildlife areas along the Wisconsin River between 
Prairie du Chien and Saul< City as well as some additional lands to close separations between the wi ldlife area boundaries. The 
goals ofthe LWSR arc to protect scenic lands along the river, enhance wi ldl ife habitat and meet the recreational the needs of the 
public. A cooperative elfort between citizens, environmental groups, elected officials and the Depmtment ended successfi.t lly with 
the passage ofthe law establishing the Lower Wisconsin State Riverway and the Lower Wisconsin State Rivc1way Ooard. 

RECOMMENDATION: Thatthe Board find that the 10-acrc state tract is no longer needed for conservation purposes and approve the sale of 
land to the Village ofMuscoda at the price of$1 00,000 and that the sale proceeds be used to acquire additional land 
for the Lower Wisconsin State Riverway under the authority ofs. 23. 15 ( 4) Wisc. SLats. 

LIST OF ATTACHED MATERIALS: 

No ~ Fiscal Estimate Required 	 Yes 0 Attached 
No~ Environmental Assessment of Impact Statement Required Yes D Attached 
No D Background Memo 	 Yes~ Attached 
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