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SUBJECT: Request to initiate a master plan amendment process for the Columbia County Planning Group Master Plan to 
develop recommendations for siting a shooting range on a department wildlife property within the Planning Group 
properties. 

FOR: October 2014 Board meeting 

TO BE PRESENTED BY: Mark Aquino, Secretary's Director, South-central Region 

SUMMARY: 

In 2012, the Natural Resources Board approved the Columbia County Planning Group (CCPG) Master Plan for DNR­
managed wildlife and fishery lands in Columbia County. The plan identified there is a need for a public shooting range in 
Columbia County. The plan also discussed the public safety and neighboring landowner concerns associated with target 
shooting in parking lots on the Swan Lake and French Creek wildlife areas. Government officials from the Town of Pacific 
and Columbia County have also requested, through town and county resolutions (attached), that the department initiate a 
master plan amendment process to address all of these items. 

In order to fulfill shooting range needs identified in the WDNR's Shooting Ranges in WI Strategic Guidance, 2014 - 2019 
(attached) and through the master plan planning process, the department is requesting approval to proceed with the 
master plan amendment process for the CCPG Master Plan. Through the master plan amendment process, which will 
Include public involvement, the department intends to develop recommendations for siting a shooting range on a 
department wildlife property within the CCPG properties. 

The department proposes to address the parking lot target shooting issues raised in the CCPG Master Plan and the 
resolutions from government officials from the Town of Pacific and Columbia County under the separate NR 45 rule 
package process anticipated to come before the Natural Resources Board in the beginning of 2015. In addition to the 
parking lot shooting issues, the department also proposes to address rules relating to managing all department shooting 
ranges In that separate NR 45 rule package. 

RECOMMENDATION: Approval for the Department to initiate a master plan amendment process for the Columbia County 
Planning Group Master Plan to develop recommendations for siting a shooting range on a department wildlife property 
within the CCPG properties. 

LIST OF ATTACHED MATERIALS (check all that are applicable): 
X Board Memo with attached map X Town of Pacific Resolution 5-2014-1 
X Columbia Count Resolution 21-14 X Shootin Ran es Strate ic Guidance, 2014-2019 

Approved by Signature Date 

Tom Hauge, Bureau Director, Wildlife 
Management 

Kurt Thiede, Administrator, Land Division 

c: Board Liaison ­ AD/8 
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http://dnr.wi.gov/About/NRB/2014/Oct/Oct-2014-NRB-agenda.html





































