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SUBJECT: Request approval of department recommendations for establishment of a connector ATV/UTV trail on the 
Woodboro Lakes Wildlife Area, Oneida County. 

FOR: October 2014 Board meeting 

TO BE PRESENTED BY: Tom Hauge, Bureau Director and Chuck McCullough, Wildlife Supervisor- Headwaters Area 

SUMMARY: 

Establishment of an ATV/UTV connector trail across a portion of the Woodboro Lakes Wildlife Area has been requested by 
the Nokomis ATV Club. Woodboro has a wide variety of public uses, including hunting, trapping, hiking, bird-watching and 
nature study, and snowmobiling (on a designated trail). The property does not have a master plan and ATV use currently 
is not allowed on the property. Board approval is requested to authorize the use of ATVs and UTVs on the property. 

The Nokomis ATV Club requested establishment of a 1.4 mile long ATV/UTV trail on the Woodboro Lakes Wildlife Area to 
connect the Oneida County Forest (OCF) on the south to Oscar- Jennie road on the north, which are not currently open to 
ATV use. The proposed route follows an existing snowmobile trail. The Department has prepared a feasibility analysis of 
the proposed trail. The study shows that with several adjustments, the Club's request would meet Department standards 
for approval. Due to the proximity to sensitive wetland sites along the requested route, relocation of the trail route is 
recommended for two areas. Following current ATV/UTV policy; prior to trail construction the sponsoring club would be 
required to enter into certain agreements related to trail use, construction, and maintenance; and the connector trail/route 
segments on either end (on Oneida Co. Forest and Oscar-Jennie Rd) must be established. 

A total of 149 people or organizations submitted comments during the two review periods (a large number commented 
during both). Overall the comments show there is substantial interest in the Woodboro Wildlife Area and In the ATV/UTV 
riding in the broader Woodboro area. ATV/UTV trail supporters feel more trails are needed, that more wou ld boost the 
economy, and getting off of roadways is important for safety. A majority of them support the Department's study 
recommendations. Opponents of the ATV/UTV trail proposal feel that ATVs are inconsistent with the purpose of a state 
wildlife area. They also expressed concerns about the effect on the environment and wildlife, and are worried about the 
degradation of solitude and their "silent sport" activities. 

RECOMMENDATION: Approve establishment of an ATV/UTV connector trail on the Woodboro Lakes Wildl ife Area that 
meets the Department's design and operational recommendations. 

LIST OF ATTACHED MATERIALS (check all that are applicable):
D Background memo D Type name of attachment or type N/A If not applicable 
~ Woodboro Lakes Wildlife Area J\TV/UTV Trail Analysis 0 Type name of attachment or type N/A if not applicable 

Approved by Signature Date 

Tom Hauge, Bureau Director 

Kurt Thiede, Administrator 

Cathy Stepp, Secretary 

cc: Board Liaison - AD/8 

http://dnr.wi.gov/About/NRB/2014/Oct/Oct-2014-NRB-agenda.html





























































