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SUBJECT: Fisheries Management Bureau's 2014 Fish and Wildlife Spring Hearings Advisory Question Results 

FOR: May 2014 Board meeting 

TO BE PRESENTED BY: Ron Bruch, Fisheries Management Bureau Director 

SUMMARY: 
Fisheries Management Bureau advisory questions at the 2014 Fish and Wildlife Spring Hearings included the following 
subject areas: 

-Catch and release fishing seasons, including sturgeon catch and release seasons on WI-MN boundary waters 

-Moving the general season opener date to the Saturday closest to May 1 

-Length limit exemptions for bass fishing tournaments 

-Increasing the trophy bass regulation minimum length limit to 20 inches 

-Preferred regulatory options for improving fish size structure 

-Panfish management options 

-Seasons and regulation options for trout 


Input was gathered from 7,053 hearing attendees on the Bureau's 26 advisory questions. The results from these 
questions will be considered by the Fisheries Bureau when developing fishing regulation changes. If there is public 
support and biological data to support a change, related proposals may be presented as changes to administrative code in 
2015. 

No decisions on advancing the regulation proposals in the advisory questions have yet been made by the Department. 

RECOMMENDATION: Information only 
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