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SUBJECT: 
Request that the Board adopt Emergency Board Order FH-03-14(E), proposed rules affecting NR 20 and 23 related to 
modifications in fish daily bag limits and minimum size limits in response to harvest. 

FOR: May 2014 Board meeting 

PRESENTER'S NAME AND TITLE: Ron Bruch, Fisheries Management Bureau Director 

SUMMARY: 
This emergency rule is needed to promote the preservation and protection of public peace, health, safety, and welfare in 
the Ceded Territory of Wisconsin by minimizing regional social and economic disruption known to be associated with 
reductions in walleye bag limits on off-reservation waters. 

Based on projected harvest goals of the Chippewa Bands on off-reservation lakes each year, daily bag limits for sport 
anglers may be adjusted to prevent a total harvest of more than 35% of the adult walleye population, and size limits may 
be adjusted to prevent a total harvest of more than 27% of the adult muskellunge population. Adjustments are made in 
early spring using safe harvest levels determined by the department for individual waters. These adjustments are done in 
an effort to avoid depleting the fishery resource and to provide a sustainable walleye and muskellunge fishery. 

In response to actual tribal harvest of walleye or muskellunge each year, the department may raise the daily bag limit or 
reduce the minimum size limit on lakes as appropriate using the percent of the safe harvest level actually harvested and 
any additional harvest expected through the first Sunday in March of the following year. These readjustments are 
typically made in late spring or early summer, after tribal spear harvest has diminshed. 

This rule allows the department to consider projections of angler harvest in addition to actual and expected tribal harvest 
when readjusting daily bag and/or size limits in late spring. 

RECOMMENDATION: That the Board adopt Emergency Board Order FH-03-14(E). 

LIST OF ATTACHED MATERIALS (check all that are applicable): 
181 background memo 0 Attachments to background memo 
181 Fiscal estimate and economic impact analysis (EIA) form 0 Environmental assessment or Impact statement 
0 Response summary 181 Board order/rule 

Approved by 

Ron Bruch, Bureau Director 

Russ Rasmussen, Division Administrator 

Cathy Stepp, Secretary 

Signature Date 

cc: Board Liaison - A0/8 ment rule coordinator - LS/8 
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