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SUBJECT: Land Acquisition — Buena Vista Wildlife Area — Portage County
FOR: MAY 2014 BOARD MEERTING

TO BE PRESENTED BY: Douglas J. Haag

SUMMARY: The Department has obtained an option to purchase 80 acres of land from James Alexander and Linda Alexander for
$168,000 for the Buena Vista Wildlife Area in Portage County. The item is being submitted because the purchase
price exceeds $150,000,

The Alexander parcel is located within the Buena Vista Wildlife Area (BVWA) in south-central Portage County,
approximately 12 miles south of Stevens Point. The BYWA project was established in 1988 and is a large project
with nearly 13,000 acres of primarily grassland habitat consisting of lands that are owned or managed through lease
by the DNR. The BVWA is the largest grassland area east of the Mississippi River, In 2006, it was designated an
Important Bird Area (IBA), as it represents one of the best opportunities in the state for large-scale grassland
management and supports most of Wisconsin’s priority grassland species. Two state natural areas are found within
the borders of this wildlife area, including the Buena Vista Quarry Prairie and the Buena Vista Prairie Chicken
Meadow. The BVWA is within the Central Wisconsin Grassland Conservation Area (CWGCA), which is a DNR
land acquisition project that was established in 2005. The CWGCA’s primary goal is to protect, restore, and manage
grassland habitat in central Wisconsin for the wildlife species that use it with special emphasis on the Greater Prairie-
chicken. There is also a CWGCA Partnership and Partnership Coordinator who oversees the partnership among
dozens of conservation agencies, organizations and citizens who work together to secure permanent grassland.

The Alexander parcel is bordered by Department owned land to the north and south, Department leased lands from
Dane County Conservation League are to the west, along with private ownership and additional leased Dane County
Conservation League land to the east. Acquisition and management of this 80 acre parcel would connect these lands
together, creating a contiguous tract of nearly 3,000 acres. This parcel will provide nesting, brood (young) rearing,
and year-round cover habitat for Greater Prairie-chickens. Other grassland Species of Greatest Conservation Need
(SGCN) utilize this property and the surrounding area, including but not limited to State-Threatened Henslow’s
Sparrow and Upland Sandpiper, Bobolinks, Grasshopper Sparrows, Savanna Sparrows, Field Sparrows, Eastern
Meadowlarks, Northern Harriers, Dickcissels, and the state’s largest population of Short-Eared Owls and State
Endangered Regal Fritillary Butterflies.

The Alexander parcel contains approximately 65 acres of mixed woods, consisting mainly of willow and
cottonwoods along with some pine and brush in the south. There are 14 acres of open land that are cut for hay. The
property is split in half by a ¥4 mile of drainage ditch (Ditch #9) that runs east/west. This water is classified as a
Class I trout stream as it is part of the north branch of Ten Mile Creek. There are 3 small ponds in the south that
contain approximately 1 acre of surface water.

The CWGCA Coordinator successfully acquired a U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Neotropical Migratory Bird
Conservation Act Grant for land acquisition which ends June 30, 2014, The grant provides a 25% match to purchase
this parcel.

RECOMMENDATION: That the Board approve the purchase of 80 acres of land from James and Linda Alexander for $168,000 for
the Buena Vista Wildlife Area the in Portage County.

LIST OF ATTACHED MATERIALS:

No [X] Fiscal Estimate Required Yes [ | Attached
No Environmental Assessment of Impact Statement Required Yes [ | Attached
No[] Background Memo Yes [X| Attached


http://dnr.wi.gov/About/NRB/2014/May/May-2014-NRB-agenda.html

CORRESPONDENCE/MEMORANDUM

DATE:

TO:;

FROM:

State of Wisconsin

April 17,2014 FILE REF: WM 60246
Scott Walker

Cathy Stepp

SUBIJECT: Proposed Land Acquisition, James Alexander Tract, File # WM 60246,

Option Expires July 23, 2014

PARCEL DESCRIPTION:

Buena Vista Wildlife Area
Portage County

Grantor:

James and Linda Alexander
3141 Tower Rd.
Plainfield, W1 54966

Acres: 80

Price: $168,000

Appraised Value; $168,000

Interest: Fee Title

Improvements: 2 small storage sheds, 3 small bridges, several deer stands and fencing (no contributory value)

Location: The property is located 12 miles south of Stevens Point in Portage County,
Land Description: The subject land is fairly lever with (-3% slopes.

Covertype Breakdown:
Type Acreage
Grass / Pasture 14.00
Water 1.00
Lowland Woodland 65.00

Total: | 80.00

Zoning: None
Present Use: Recreation and hay cutting

Proposed Use: Public Recreation and Habitat Management
Tenure: 26 years

Property Taxes: $1867.41
Option Date: March 25, 2014

Stewardship Land Access: This property will be open to the public for all nature based outdoor recreational
activities, including but not limited to hunting, fishing, trapping, hiking, bird watching, and cross country skiing,

JUSTIFICATION:

The Department has obtained an option to purchase 80 acres of land from James Alexander and Linda Alexander for
$168,000 for the Buena Vista Wildlife Area in Portage County. The item is being submitted because the

purchase price exceeds $150.000. @
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The Alexander parcel is located within the Buena Vista Wildlife Area (BVWA) in south-central Portage County,
approximately 12 miles south of Stevens Point. The BVWA project was established in 1988 and is a large project
with nearly 13,000 acres of primarily grassland habitat that is owned or managed through lease by the DNR. The
BVWA is the largest grassland area east of the Mississippi River, In 2006, it was designated an Important Bird Area
(IBA), as it represents one of the best opportunities in the state for large-scale grassland management and supports
most of Wisconsin’s priority grassland species. Two state natural areas are found within the borders of this wildlife
area, including the Buena Vista Quarry Prairie and the Buena Vista Prairie Chicken Meadow. The BYWA is within
the Cenfral Wisconsin Grassland Conservation Area (CWGCA), which is a DNR land acquisition project that was
established in 2005. The CWGCA’s primary goal is to protect, restore, and manage grassland habitat in central
Wisconsin for the wildlife species that use it with special emphasis on the Greater Prairie-chicken. There is also a
CWGCA Partnership and Partnership Coordinator who oversees the partnership among dozens of conservation
agencies, organizations and citizens who work together to secure permanent grassland.

The Alexander parcel is bordered by Department owned land to the north and south. Department leased lands from
Dane County Conservation League are to the west, along with private ownership and additional leased Dane County
Conservation League land to the east. Acquisition and management of this 80 acre parcel would connect these lands
together, creating a contiguous tract of nearly 3,000 acres, which is essential for species with large grassland area
requirements, such as the State-Threatened Greater Prairie-chicken. There are five active prairie chicken booming
grounds (i.e. breeding grounds) within 1.5 miles of this property, which is within range of where Greater Prairie-
chicken hens will nest. Therefore, this parce! would play a key role in providing nesting, brood (young) rearing, and
year-round cover habitat for Greater Prairie-chickens. Other grassland Species of Greatest Conservation Need
(SGCN} utilize this property and the surrounding area, including the State-Threatened Henslow’s Sparrow and
Upland Sandpiper, Bobolinks, Grasshopper Sparrows, Savanna Sparrows, Field Sparrows, Eastern Meadowlarks,
Short-eared Owls, Northern Harriers, and Dickcissels, BVWA is also home to the state’s largest population of
Short-eared owls and State Endangered Regal Fritillary Butterflies. Occasionally, federally endangered whooping
cranes are also observed on this wildlife area. In the winter, snowy owls and the occasional gyrfalcon are also
observed utilizing the BVWA grasslands.

The Alexander parcel contains approximately 65 acres of mixed woods, consisting mainly of willow and
cottonwoods along with some pine and brush in the 'south. There are 14 acres of open land that are cut for hay. The
property is split in half by a ¥ mile of drainage ditch (Ditch #9) that runs east/west. This water is classified as a
Class 1 frout stream, as it is part of the north branch of Ten Mile Creek. There are 3 small ponds in the south that
contain approximately 1 acre of surface water, There are two small sheds, several wooden deer stands, three small
bridges, a gate and perimeter fencing on the parcel, Reclamation costs are estimated to be $2500,

Acquisition of the Alexander parcel would connect larger blocks of public land that will meet the large grassland
area requirements of Greater Prairie-chickens, which in turn meets the needs of numerous other species with smaller
grassland area requirements. Acquisition of this parcel would also increase public recreational opportunities
including hunting, trapping, hiking, and bird watching,

The CWGCA Coordinator successfully acquired a U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Neotropical Migratory Bird
Conservation Act Grant for land acquisition which ends June 30, 2014. The grant provides a 25% match to purchase
this parcel.

LAND MANAGEMENT:

Management duties will be carried out by Wildlife Management staff from both the Buena Vista field office and the
Wisconsin Rapids office. The primary management goal of this parcel would be to maintain it in grassland habitat.
New property corners will be identified and posted. The 65 acres of scattered woodland and smatler brush will be
removed. Larger frees (e.g. cottonwood) will be hand cut using chainsaws. Smaller diameter brush (e.g. willow)
will be mowed using tractors and brush hog mowers when ground conditions are dry encugh to allow for access.:
Any brush that re-sprouts following mowing will be treated with herbicide. Some inter-seeding of grass and prairie
flowers may occur to increase species diversity, In future years, brush and invasive control tools may also include
the use of sharecropping and grazing {especially on the drier 40 acres north of the ditch). The road boundary and
blocking nature of this parcel will reduce boundary posting needs, encroachments and neighbor conflicts, Blocking
Department ownership on these large grassland propetties also reduces risks to private property and eliminates the
need for fire breaks along private property boundaries. There are two small sheds, several wooden deer stands, three
small bridges, a gate and perimeter fencing on the parcel. Reclamation costs are estimated to be $2500,



















101 N Webster St, Madison, WI 53703 to Swamp Rd - Google Maps Page 1 of 4

3 p Directions to Swamp Rd
GO{}gle 93.9 mi — about 1 hour 37 mins
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