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SUBJECT: Land Acquisition- Buena Vista Wildlife Area- Portage County 

FOR: MAY 2014 BOARD MEETING 

TO BE PRESENTED BY: Douglas J. Haag 

SUMMARY: 	 The Department has obtained an option to purchase 80 acres of land from James Alexander and Linda Alexander for 
$168,000 for the Buena Vista Wildlife Area in Portage County. The item is being submitted because the purchase 
price exceeds $150,000. 

The Alexander parcel is located within the Buena Vista Wildlife Area (BVWA) in south-central Portage County, 
approximately 12 miles south ofStevens Point. The BVWA project was established in 1988 and is a large project 
with nearly 13,000 acres of primarily grassland habitat consisting of lands that are owned or managed through lease 
by the DNR. The BVWA is the largest grassland area east of the Mississippi River. In 2006, it was designated an 
Important Bird Area (IBA), as it represents one ofthe best opportunities in the state for large-scale grassland 
management and supports most of Wisconsin's priority grassland species. Two state natural areas .are found within 
the borders of this. wildlife area, including the Buena Vista Quarry Prairie and the Buena Vista Prairie Chicken 
Meadow. The BVWA is within the Central Wisconsin Grassland Conservation Area (CWGCA), which is a DNR 
land acquisition project that was established in 2005. The CWGCA's primary goal is to protect, restore, and manage 
grassland habitat in central Wisconsin for the wildlife species that use it with special emphasis on the Greater Prairie
chicken. There is also a CWGCA Partnership and Partnership Coordinator who oversees the partnership among 
dozens of conservation agencies, organizations and citizens who work together to secure permanent grassland. 

The Alexander parcel is bordered by Department owned land to the north and south. Department leased lands from 
Dane County Conservation League are to the west, along with private ownership and additional leased Dane County 
Conservation League land to the east. Acquisition and management of this 80 acre parcel would connect these lands 
together, creating a contiguous tract of nearly 3,000 acres. This parcel will provide nesting, brood (young) rearing, 
and year-round cover habitat for Greater Prairie-chickens. Other grassland Species ofGreatest Conservation Need 
(SGCN) utilize this property and the surrounding area, including but not limited to State-Threatened Henslow's 
Sparrow and Upland Sandpiper, Bobolinks, Grasshopper Sparrows, Savanna Sparrows, Field Sparrows, Eastern 
Meadowlarks, Northern Harriers, Dickcissels, and the state's largest population of Short-Eared Owls and State 
Endangered Regal Fritillary Butterflies. 

The Alexander parcel contains approximately 65 acres of mixed woods, consisting mainly of willow and 
cottonwoods along with some pine and brush in the south. There are 14 acres of open land that are cut for hay. The 
property is split in half by a Y4 mile ofdrainage ditch (Ditch #9) that runs east/west. This water is classified as a 
Class I trout stream as it is part ofthe north branch ofTen Mile Creek. There are 3 small ponds in the south that 
contain approximately 1 acre of surface water. 

The CWGCA Coordinator successfully acquired a U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Neotropical Migratory Bird 
Conservation Act Grant for land acquisition which ends June 30,2014. The grant provides a 25% match to purchase 
this parcel. 

RECOMMENDATION: 	That the Board approve the purchase o(80 acres of land from James and Linda Alexander for $168,000 for 
the Buena Vista Wildlife Area the in Portage County. 

LIST OF ATTACHED MATERIALS: 

No (gJ Fiscal Estimate Required Yes 0 Attached 
No (gJ Environmental Assessment of Impact Statement Required Yes 0 Attached 
No 0 Background Memo Yes (gJ Attached 

http://dnr.wi.gov/About/NRB/2014/May/May-2014-NRB-agenda.html























