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SUBJECT: Land Acquisition - Governor Knowles State Forest- Burnett County 

FOR: May 2014 BOARD MEETING 

TO BE PRESENTED BY: Douglas J. Haag 

SUMMARY: 	 The Department has obtained an option to purchase 185.6 acres of land from Bell Lumber and Pole Company for 
$222,000 for the Governor Knowles State Forest in Burnett County. The item is being submitted because Purchase 
price exceeds $150,000. 

The subject property is located in n01thern Burnett County in West Swiss Township and lies entirely within the 
project boundary ofGovernor Knowles State Forest. The parcel sits on a plateau and adjoins private land on all 
sides, with the exception of the north boundary which connects to National Park Service (NPS) property. NPS 
ownership consists of an approximate 400 foot wide strip that abuts the St. Croix River. The n01th 93 acres of the 
subject propetty are encumbered by a scenic easement held by the NPS. This easement restricts use and development 
of that acreage, but does allow for timber cuts. The subject lies within Yo! mile of current state forest ownership. 
Acquisition ofthis property will initiate effotts toward blocking in expansion area# 1 as described in the recently 
approved State Forest master plan. 

Governor Knowles State Forest, located in west-central Wisconsin, was established in 1970 to protect and manage 
land along the St. Croix River for forestry, water quality, and other natural resource goals, as well as to provide a 
variety of recreational opportunities. The propetty is used by the public for hunting, fishing, camping, snowmobiling, 
trapping, cross-country skiing, hiking, and other outdoor recreation. 

The parcel is relatively level with dry, upland timber types. Dominant cover type consists of aspen, with maple and 
white pine as a secondary species. The aspen and pine timber types are well suited for the site and are productive. 
The property overlooks the St. Croix River and offers not only access to the St. Croix River through the adjacent NPS 
land, but also scenic views of the riverway. Two small open water wetlands are located on the northwest part of the 
parcel. Approximately 1 mile of woods roads and trails are established on the subject. The woods trai l extends from 
the southeast comer of the property, north and west into the n01th central portion of the subject. 

The proximity of the parcel to the St. Croix River combined with the nearby public lands makes this area very 
attractive to outdoor enthusiasts. Elsewhere on the state forest, hiking trails parallel the St. Croix River, meandering 
between the state forest and NPS lands. If acquired, the Department will explore development of a trail system on this 
notth end ofthe forest. Development of a trail connection to the Village of Danbury will create both an economic 
benefit for the area and a desired destination for hikers. 

The Bell Lumber and Pole Company tract offers excellent recreational oppottunities to the public. It connects to 
federal land that directly connects to the St. Croix River and it provides opportunities to expand trail connections 
northerly and route the trail into the Village of Danbury. The Department recommends approval of this property 
acquisition to allow natural resources management and an opportunity to build contiguous land connections that 
render the forest more viable for public recreational opportunities and resource management. 

RECOMMENDATION: 	That the Board approve the purchase of 185.6 acres of land from Bell Lumber and P.ole Company for 
$222,000 for the Governor Knowles State Forest in Burnett County. 

LIST OF ATTACHED MATERIALS: 

No C8J Fiscal Estimate Required 	 Yes 0 Attached 
No C8J Environmental Assessment of Impact Statement Required Yes 0 Attached 
No 0 Background Memo 	 Yes C8J Attached 

http://dnr.wi.gov/About/NRB/2014/May/May-2014-NRB-agenda.html





























