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Natural Resources Board Agenda Item 

SUBJECT: 
Request that the Board adopt Board Order FH-34-13, proposed rules affecting chapter NR 20 related to trolling 
regulations on inland waters of Wisconsin 

FOR: May 2014 Board meeting 

PRESENTER'S NAME AND TITLE: Steve Hewett, Chief, Management Section, Bureau of Fisheries Management 

SUMMARY: 
"Trolling" means trailing a lure or bait from a boat being propelled by means other than drifting or rowing. Under current 
rules, trailing a sucker or other minnow behind a boat while under power, however briefly, is considered trolling. Trolling is 
currently allowed on all waters in 18 counties; on 1 05 specific waters within 45 counties where trolling is not allowed 
county-wide; and on the boundary waters with lA, MN, and Ml (except Vilas County boundary waters). 

At the 2013 Spring Hearings, the Department proposed allowing trolling with 3 "lines" (i.e., hooks, baits, or lures) per 
angler statewide. This proposal was defeated by a vote of 2,391 Yes to 2,775 No, but was supported in 44 counties, with 
27 counties opposed and 1 tied. Subsequently, at their annual meeting in Eau Claire after the hearings, the Conservation 
Congress developed a compromise to accommodate the wishes of counties that did not support trolling with 3 "lines" per 
angler. Based on several local resolutions, the Conservation Congress and Department recommended allowing trolling 
with 1 "line" per angler on all waters in 17 counties (except for 31 waters already open to trolling, which would remain at 
3-"lines" per angler) and trolling with up to 3 "lines" per angler in all other counties. The compromise proposal was 
adopted by the Natural Resources Board at its June 2013 meeting. Subsequently, the Governor's Office of Regulatory 
Compliance requested that the Department obtain additional public input on the compromise proposal. In response, 
public hearings were held as part of the Spring Fish and Wildlife Hearings on April14, 2014. This compromose proposal 
was supported by 3,646 (yes) to 2,250 (no}, with 61 counties in favor and 11 in opposition. 

Allowing trolling with at least 1 "line" per angler statewide would: 1) .eliminate confusion about where trolling is lega.l; 2} 
allow anglers to trail a sucker or other minnow while under power anywhere in the State; 3) eliminate the need for 
disabled anglers to apply for trolling ·permits; and 4) provide additional fishing opportunities for anglers who may have 
more difficulty fishing by other methods. 

The Department believes this rule will have minimal (level3) economic impact. 

RECOMMENDATION: That the Board adopt Board Order FH-34-13. 

LIST OF ATTACHED MATERIALS (check all that are applicable): 
l8l memo to the Board D Attachments to background memo 
l8l Fiscal estimate and economic impact analysis (EIA) form D Environmental assessment or Impact statement 
l8l Response summary 181 Board order/rule 

Approved by Signature Date 

Mike Staggs, Bureau Director 

Ken Johnson, Division Administrator 

Cathy Stepp, Secretary 

cc: Board Liaison - AD/8 

http://dnr.wi.gov/About/NRB/2014/May/May-2014-NRB-agenda.html





































