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SUBJECT: Approval of bear harvest quotas for the 2014 season. 

FOR: January 2014 Board meeting 

TO BE PRESENTED BY: David MacFarland, Carnivore Staff Specialist 

SUMMARY: 

The department is requesting adoption of bear harvest quotas for the 2014 hunting season. 

The department recommends a harvest quota of 4,700 bears and a harvest permit level of 10,460. In individual 
management units the recommended 2014 permit levels are: A) 2,100 B) 1 ,010 C) 5,100 and D) 2,250. These quota 
levels are intended to stabilize the bear population in units A, B, C and to decrease the population in unit D due to a large 
increase in nuisance bear complaints there. Permit levels are based on the recommended 2014 quota and hunter 
success rates over the last 3 years, and would be an increase of 22% compared to 2013. 

The recommended 2014 permit represents the highest number of Class A licenses ever available to Wisconsin bear 

hunters. Harvest goals and permit levels increased in 2009 and have remained at relatively high levels following the 

results of a tetracycline mark-recapture study completed in 2008. The study estimated more bear to be present than 

previously estimated. 


In developing these quotas, department staff met with interest groups and analyzed 2013 bear harvest data. 
Recommended quotas for 2014 were determined using the department's bear population model to assess the effects of 
various harvest levels relative to the current population estimate and goals. Establishing bear quotas in January each 
year is an important step in the process of implementing the permit process that the board has asked to be involved in. 
The bear permit drawing will be held soon after the establishment of quotas so that successful applicants have ample to 
time to plan for hunts. 

RECOMMENDATION: Approval of bear harvest quotas for the 2014 season. 

LIST OF ATTACHED MATERIALS (check all that are applicable): 
~ Background memo D N/A 
o~ o~ 

Approved by Signature Date 

Tom Hauge, Bureau Director 

Kurt Thiede, Administrator 

Cathy Stepp, Secretary 

cc: Board Liaison - AD/8 

http://dnr.wi.gov/About/NRB/2014/Jan/Jan-2014-NRB-agenda.html









