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SUBJECT: 

Request that the Board authorize public hearings for Board Order AM-24-12, proposed rules affecting chapters NR 400, 

406, 407, and 445 related to simplifying and improving the Air Management permit program. 


FOR: December 2014 Board meeting 

PRESENTER'S NAME AND TITLE: Kristin Hart, Chief-Permits & Stationary Source Modeling Section, Air Management 

·SUMMARY: 

Why is the rule needed? The primary objective of the proposed rule is to improve implementation efficiency of air 
permitting, and to streamline and simplify the permitting processes as they affect businesses. A portion of this rule is 
being proposed to fulfill a statutory rulemaking requirement. Other changes are proposed to align federal and state 
regulations. 

What are the significant changes? The rule proposes many small changes that are cleanup and clarifying in nature 
including removal of outdated tables, correction of code citations and references, and the addition of notes. Also included 
are proposals to reduce the number of facilities needing to submit an operation permit renewal application, and for natural 
minor sources, an exemption from the need to obtain an operation permit. For those facilities that need an air 
construction permit, the proposed rule would allow some preconstruction activities to begin prior to permit issuance, 
ultimately leading to earlier project completion and an increased ability to respond to market demands. 

What are the key issues/controversies? The Department involved stakeholders in discussions on how the rules could be 
streamlined and on specific changes being proposed. The main issue is to accomplish meaningful process 
improvements while assuring that the regulations maintain consistency with the federal Clean Air Act. 

What was the last ·action of the Board? The last board action on this rule was in April of 2013 when the statement of 
scope was approved. 

What are the impacts to small business? The department does not believe this project will have a negative economic 
impact on small business and may provide an economic benefit in some cases. Therefore, this rule would have a 
minimal impact on small business. 

RECOMMENDATION: That the Board authorize public hearings for Board Order AM-24-12. 

LIST OF ATTACHED MATERIALS (check all that are applicable): 

t8l background memo 0 Attachments to background memo 

1:81 Fiscal estimate and economic impact analysis (EIA) form 0 Environmental assessment or impact statement 

0 Response summary ~ Board order/rule 


Approved by Signature Date 

Bart Sponseller, Bureau Director 

Patrick Stevens, Division Administrator 

Cathy Stepp, Secretary 

cc: Board Liaison - AD/8 Program attorney- LS/8 partment rule coordinator- LS/8 

http://dnr.wi.gov/About/NRB/2014/Dec/Dec-2014-NRB-agenda.html













































