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SUBJECT: 
Request that the Board approve the statement of scope for Board Order FR-07-14, and conditionally approve the public 
hearing notice for Board Order FR-07-1 4 and notice of submittal of proposed rules to the Legislative Council Rules 
Clearinghouse for proposed rules affecting chapter NR 47.91 related to the cost shared state gypsy moth suppression 
program 

FOR: August 2014 Board meeting 

PRESENTER'S NAME AND TITLE: Darrell Zastrow, Forestry Division Deputy Administrator 

SUMMARY: 
The Wisconsin gypsy moth suppression program was developed to serve communities, individuals, state and other 

public lands to prevent losses from gypsy moth defoliation at a time when the private sector was not able to meet that 
need and federal cost sharing was available for state suppression programs. In the 14 years since the start of the state 
suppression program, private aerial spraying has become more available in Wisconsin, the threat from gypsy moth 
outbreaks has been reduced, and the federal cost share program has become less dependable. Given this situation, it Is 
appropriate for the state to step back and allow the private sector to serve the need for preventing defoliation from this 
manageable pest. 

Currently, there are 19 aerial pesticide applicator companies in Wisconsin that are capable and interested in treating 
forest pests such as gypsy moth, including over wooded residential areas. Treatment can cost -$40/acre though cost will 
vary between contracts. 

fhe peak year for the suppression program was 2004 when 51,450 acres were treated. Since then, acres communities 
requested be treated have decreased rapidly. In 2012-13 no communities applied and this year only 29 acres were cost 
shared. This decline in demand for the program is in part due to the success of a biological control. Also, the first 
outbreak in an area is the worst and all WI major population centers except Eau Claire have now gone through this. 

Federal cost sharing has become less dependable. The cost share has gone as low as 17% of the total costs. Given 
the strain on the federal budget it seems likely that the amount of funds available for cost sharing of suppression projects 
will decrease in the future. 

We propose to deactivate the state suppression program to all applicants except state lands. Suppressing gypsy moth 
on state lands and applying for federal cost sharing and federally supplied Gypchek does not require rule authority to 
implement. However, by deactivating instead of repealing the rule we retain the option of reactivating the program for the 
public should that become necessary. Additional changes to the rule may be pursued which are reasonably related to 
those discussed here. 

RECOMMENDATION: That the Board approve the statement of scope and conditionally approve the public hearing notice 
for Board Order FR-07-14 and notice of submittal of proposed rules to the Legislative Council Rules Clearinghouse. 

LIST OF ATTACHED MATERIALS: 
Statement of scope 
Governor approval of statement of scope 

Signature DateApproved by 

Bob Mather, Forest Management, Bureau 
Director 

Paul Delong, Forestry Division 
Administrator 

Cathy Stepp, Secretary 
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