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SUBJECT: Request approval of Green Bay Planning Group Master Plan 

FOR: August 2014 Board meeting 

TO BE PRESENTED BY: Tom Hauge, Wildlife Bureau Director and/or Yoyi Steele, Wildlife Planner 

SUMMARY: 

The Green Bay Planning Group (GBPG) Master Plan covers a collection of properties located along the west shore of 
Green Bay in Marinette, Oconto, and Brown counties. The plan area encompasses some 10,688 acres of state-owned 
lands, including all 11 units of the Green Bay West Shore Wildlife Area, the Bloch Oxbow State Natural Area, the Badger 
Gift Lands, and other scattered wildlife, fishery, and statewide public access parcels. The GBPG contains an ecologically 
significant assemblage of communities characteristic of the Great Lakes coastal zone, most notably extensive emergent 
wetlands, shrub swamps, lowland forests, and sandspits. These habitats host populations of many rare animals and 
plants and provide valuable fish spawning and migratory bird stopover habitat. The GBPG properties also are significant 
recreationally, as they are important providers of public recreation land In close proximity to several regional population 
centers, including the cities of Marinette, Peshtigo, Oconto, and Green Bay. This is especially true for the properties in 
Brown County, which has very little public land that is open to traditional outdoor activities such as hunting and trapping. 
These traditional pursuits are the primary recreational uses of the GBPG properties. Deer, waterfowl, and upland game 
hunting, wetland furbearer trapping, and fishing are particularly popular. 

The Master Plan recognizes the significance of the plan area's location within the Great Lakes coastal zone and the 
importance of maintaining a connection between aquatic and terrestrial habitats. Land management focuses on 
maintenance and enhancement of existing habitats, aquatic resources, and rare species. Recreation management 
focuses on the traditional outdoor pursuits of hunting, fishing, and trapping, as well as other nature-based activities svch 
as wildlife viewing, hiking, and paddling. The plan also recognizes the importance of working with external partners (e.g, 
other agencies, local governments, conservation groups, private landowners, etc.) to achieve common goals. New 
proposals include: 359 acres of project boundary contractions and 3,187 acres of expansions (981 acres already DNR­
owned); improvements to an existing shooting range; expansion of an existing fish refuge to encompass a new pike 
spawning area; identifying and developing shore fishing opportunities and enhancing accessible hunting; exploring 
additional opportunities for activities such as wildlife viewing, nature interpretation, hiking, paddling, and cross-country 
skiing on several properties; and a snowmobile trail on the Peshtigo Harbor Unit. 

Plan documents may be viewed at: http://dnr.wl.gov/topic/Lands/MasterPianning/GreenBay/ 

RECOMMENDATION: Board approval of the Master Plan per NR 44.04(3). 

LIST OF ATTACHED MATERIALS (check all that are applicable): 
t8J Background memo D Type name of attachment or type N/A if not applicable 
t8l Public Comment Summary D Type name of attachment or type N/A if not applicable 

Approved by Signature Date 

Tom Hauge, Bureau Director 

Kurt Thiede, Administrator 

Cathy Stepp, Secretary 

cc: Board Liaison ­ AD/8 
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